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Description 



Note Board Apparatus and Kit 

Cross Reference to Related Applications 

[0001] This application claims priority to a provisional patent ap- 
plication serial number 60/442,839 entitled, "Note Board 
Apparatus and Kit," filed January 27, 2003. The entire dis- 
closure of serial number 60/442,839 is incorporated 

herein by reference in its entirety. 
Background of Invention 

Field of Invention 

[0002] The present invention generally relates to a note board 

apparatus configured for releasable attachment to an ob- 
ject such as a book, and a kit including a storage unit 
configured to store and organize one or more such note 

board apparatuses. 
Background of Related Art 

[0003] p ac | s anc | books, useful for taking notes at events such as 
seminars, educational classes, meetings and the like, are 



well known in the art. Notepads may be bound or con- 
structed as a folder having loose pages inserted within. 
There are also notepads arranged with sections to orga- 
nize and separate different events within the notepad. Un- 
fortunately, these types of notepads may be difficult to 
use in situations where there is no writing surface avail- 
able for the user to rest the notepad during use. During 
certain events, users may need to hold a book or other 
object such as a Bible during a Bible study class or semi- 
nar, in addition to a notepad. In this setting it would be 
desirable to attach a notepad to the book (or the Bible as 
the case may be). This would eliminate the problem of 
juggling the two items, while at the same time attempting 
to record and write notes in the notepad. 
[0004] After notes are recorded in a typical notepad, the user 

may desire to store and organize the notes to use for later 
reference. Standard notepads typically lack an adequate 
means to store and organize them. Thus, there is a desire 
and need in the art for a notepad that is attachable to an 
object, such as a book, to aid in note taking activities 
combined with a need in the art for a storage unit config- 
ured to store and organize such notepads. 
Summary of Invention 



[0005] Accordingly, the present invention provides a note board 
apparatus and note taking organizational kit configured to 
assist in note taking activities of a user and provide an ef- 
ficient and organized system of organizing such notes for 
later reference. 

[0006] | n one embodiment of the present invention, a note board 
apparatus includes a support board and a notepad assem- 
bly attached to the support board. A clip element is con- 
nected to the support board along an edge of the support 
board and is configured to releasably connect the support 
board to an object. 

[0007] in another embodiment of the present invention, a note 
board apparatus includes a support board, a base sheet 
adhesively connected to the support board and a plurality 
of writing sheets connected to the base sheet along at 
least one edge of the plurality of writing sheets. A clip el- 
ement is connected to the support board along an edge of 
the support board and is configured to releasably connect 
the support board to an object. 

[0008] in yet another embodiment of the present invention, a 
note taking organizational kit includes at least one note 
board apparatus including a support board and a notepad 
assembly attached to the support board. A clip element is 



connected to the support board along an edge of the sup- 
port board and is configured to releasably connect the 
support board to an object. A storage unit is also included 
that is configured to receive the at least one note board 

apparatus within its interior. 
Brief Description of Drawings 

[0009] The foregoing features, as well as other features, will be- 
come apparent with reference to the description and fig- 
ures below, in which like numerals represent like ele- 
ments, and in which: 

[0010] Figure 1 is a front view of an embodiment of a note board 
apparatus of the present invention; 

[0011] Figure 2 is a sectional view taken along line 2-2 in Figure 

i; 

[0012] Figure 3 is a perspective view of an embodiment of the 

present invention attached to a book; 
[0013] Figure 4 is a sectional view taken along line 4-4 in Figure 

3; and 

[0014] Figure 5 is a perspective view of a storage unit of the 

present invention. 
Detailed Description 

[0015] The present invention generally relates to a note board 



apparatus attachable to an object such as a book com- 
bined with a storage unit to store and organize multiple 
note boards. The present invention also combines the ap- 
paratus into a kit, which may include a storage unit and 
one or more note boards providing an effective organiza- 
tional tool. 

[0016] Referring to Figure 1, a note board apparatus 20 may in- 
clude a support board 22, a notepad assembly 24 and a 
clip element 32. The notepad assembly 24 may include a 
back or base sheet 26, one or more pages of note paper 
or writing sheets 28, and a binding comb 30 or other 
means known in the art to hold a plurality of pages or 
sheets of writing paper together. Base sheet 26 and writ- 
ing sheets 28 may be assembled and held together with 
binding comb 30. Binding comb 30, as shown in the fig- 
ures, may be connected to writing sheets 28 and base 
sheet 26 at a top edge, but may alternatively be held 
along any other edge of writing sheets 28 and base sheet 
26. Binding comb 30 holds writing sheets 28 loosely, such 
that writing sheets 28 may be turned over by the user to 
gain access to other sheets within notepad assembly 24. 
Binding comb 30 may be constructed for a particular size 
or use, and is also generally available in the art, and may 



be made of plastic, wire or other suitable material. 
[0017] As shown in Figure 2, base sheet 26 may be adhesively 

connected (or otherwise bound) to support board 22 on a 
bottom surface of base sheet 26 with an adhesive portion 
27. Base sheet 26 may be constructed of a heavier weight 
paper material than writing sheets 28 to aid in securing 
notepad assembly 24 to support board 22. Writing sheets 
28 may also be made of any desired type or weight of pa- 
per material typically used for writing and taking notes. 
The adhesive portion 27 may include one or more adhe- 
sive portions 27 as shown in Figure 2 or may include a full 
adhesive layer between the back side of base sheet 26 and 
support board 22 as shown in Figure 4. Support board 22 
as shown, may be constructed of a cardstock material or 
may alternatively be made of plastic, metal or any other 
surface rigid enough to support notepad assembly 24. 
Support board 22 as shown in the figures is substantially 
flat and rectangular in shape, but may be constructed in 
any desired shape or size as needed and desired by the 
user. 

[° 018 ] Clip element 32 may include a conventional clip assembly 
available in the art, such as the Hot Clip sold under the 
tradename ACCO. Clip element 32 may be releasably 



clipped to support board 22 at a top edge of support 
board 22 as shown in the figures. Alternatively, clip ele- 
ment 32 may be clipped or otherwise releasably con- 
nected to any edge of support board 22 to meet the par- 
ticular need of the user. Clip element 32 may be config- 
ured to releasably connect note board apparatus 20 to a 
book or other surface as shown in Figures 3 and 4. As 
such, support board 22 and a portion of the book or ob- 
ject may be sandwiched within clip element 32, which se- 
curely, but releasably, hold note board apparatus 20 to 
the book or other object. 

[0019] N 0 te board apparatus 20 may optionally include one or 
more writing instruments 44, such as a pen or pencil that 
may be releasably attached to support board 22 with a 
hook and loop connection 46, such as VELCRO as shown 
in Figure 1. Alternatively, writing instrument 44 may in- 
clude a hook feature designed integral with writing instru- 
ment 44 that allows writing instrument 44 to be hung on 
an edge of support board 22. 

[0020] As illustrated in Figure 5, a storage unit 34 may also be 

included and used for storing one or more note boards 20 
for later reference and use. Storage unit 34 may be con- 
structed of corrugated cardboard material, as with a con- 



ventional cardboard box, or any other suitable material 
such as plastic or metal and assembled in the form and 
shape of a typical box. Storage unit 34 may optionally in- 
clude one or more divider elements 36 that may be posi- 
tioned between two or more note boards 20 to efficiently 
separate and organize note boards 20 within storage unit 
34. Divider element 36 may be constructed of paper, 
cardboard, plastic, metal or any other material that pro- 
vides the desired function of separating the note boards 
20 within storage unit 34. 
[0021] As illustrated in Figure 5, divider elements 36 may be 

substantially flat and rectangular shaped and configured 
to be received within an interior of a particular shaped 
storage unit 34. Divider elements 36 may be configured in 
any desired shape to correspond to the particular shape of 
note boards 20 and storage unit 34. Divider element 36 
may also include an upwardly extending portion 38 that 
extends above a top edge of storage unit 34. A label 40 
may be placed on divider element 36 at any location. For 
example, label 40 may be placed on upwardly extending 
portion 38 so as to be in a visible location above the top 
edge of storage unit 34. This further assists the user in 
organizing the note boards 20 that have been placed 



within the interior of storage unit 34. Label 40 may be ad- 
hesively attached to divider element 36 or may be a clip- 
on type of file label. A kit 42 of the present invention may 
include at least one storage unit 34 and at least one note 
board 20. The kit 42 may include any combination of 
sizes and quantities of note boards 20 and storage units 
34. The kit may optionally include one or more divider el- 
ement 36 and one or more writing instrument 44. Writing 
instrument 44 may be releasably connected to support 
board 22 as shown in Figure 1 or alternatively may be re- 
leasably connected to storage unit 34 as shown in Figure 
5. Figure 5 illustrates a writing instrument 44 having an 
integral hook to allow it to be conveniently and releasably 
attached to storage unit 34. Writing instrument 44 may 
optionally be releasably connected to storage unit 34 with 
a hook and loop connection 46 such as the connection 
shown in Figure 1, or by other means known in the art. 
[0022] while the invention has been described in conjunction 

with specific embodiments, it is evident that many alter- 
natives, modifications and variations will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art in light of the foregoing descrip- 
tion. Accordingly, the present invention attempts to em- 
brace all such alternatives, modifications and variations 



that fall within the spirit and scope of the appended 
claims. 



